
Frederick George Luff 1923 - 2011                                                 (web-site: www.mike-jl.co.uk) 
 

Family Lineage: 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Frederick George was born at 33 Stadium Street, Chelsea, London on 14th January 1923.  He was the son of William 

Charles and Annie Luff.  (Source: Official Birth certificate) 
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William Charles Luff     - Married  -       Annie Beatrice Thomas on 10.8.1918 

Born: 21.1.1888                                         Born: 28.3.1895.                                                       

Died:  29.5.1957                                         Died:    3.9.1981             

William Samuel James 

Born:    7.9.1919 

Died:   4.11.1919 

Lucy Beatrice 

Born:  9.2.1928 

Died: 13.7.1997 

Frederick George 

Born:  14.1.1923 

Died :  17.3.2011 

 

John Luff 

Bapt: circa 1700 

Died: 

Stephen Luff 

Bapt:  2.5.1761 

Died:23.9.1851 

William Luff 

Bapt:13.3.1785 

Died:26.1.1867 

John Luff 

Bapt:    28.4.1728 

Buried:25.2.1769

circa 1700 

Died: 

James Luff 

Bapt: 26.12.1818 

Died:  6.12.1883 

James Luff 

Born: 18.5.1864 

Died:  2.9.1911? 

William Charles Luff 

Born: 21.1.1888 

Died:  29.5.1957 



Frederick George Luff was baptised at St John’s Church, Chelsea on 31st January, 1923. 
 

His sponsor was Alice Ayton, later to become his Aunty Alice (she married Samuel George Thomas) 
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Frederick then went to St Marks Practicing School, Fulham Road, West Brompton S.W.10 at the age of 11.  The 

following is a report from the Head Master, probably obtained as a reference for a job. 

 
The Report was dated 19th March, 1937, and reads as follows: 
 

“ Frederick George Luff (14.1.1923) has been a pupil at this school for about three years.  During that time I have 

always found him to be a thoroughly honest truthful and straightforward boy.  His conduct and general behaviour 

have been quite satisfactory. 
 

He is willing and obliging.  At present he is working in the top class of the school and shows good ability in all the 

essential subjects. 
 

H R Neilson 

Head Master” 
 

 

Frederick started work in 1937 at Queen Ann’s Bounty in Millbank. After the war Queen Ann’s Bounty was 

absorbed into the Church Commissioners. 
 

On 7th April, 1941 joined up and was accepted in The Royal Marines in Acton, West London.  

 
He subsequently enlisted at Royal Marines reserve Depot at Exmouth on 6th May 1941.   
 

 

Frederick George Luff after enlisting in 1941. 
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Frederick met Betty in Truro in 1942.  Betty went to London and met Frederick’s family in the autumn of 1942, at 

Hortensia House, Chelsea. This was the first time she had ever visited London. Betty returned to Truro until the war 

finished.   
 

 
Frederick George married at Kenwyn Church, Truro.  He was married for 68 years. 

(Source: Official Marriage certificate) 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                           

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the war Frederick & Betty lived in Truro, when Frederick was on leave.  Their first child was born in 

Redruth, Cornwall. In 1946 the family went to live with Frederick’s mother and father at 34, Hortensia House, 

Chelsea. 

 

Frederick was demobilised in 1946, he was awarded the following campaign medals: 

1939-1945 Star 

Africa Star 

Italy Star 

France and Germany Star 

Defence Medal 

War Medal 

Malta George Cross Commemorative Medal (awarded in 1994) 

 

His War Gratuity & Post War Credit of Wages – from enlistment to demob was:- 

War Gratuity …. 58 months service          @ 10/- per month    =   £29.00 

Post War Credit of Wages…1592 days service  @  6d per day   =  £39.16 

Total for serving King & Country …………………………..          £68.16 

 

 

In 1947 the family moved to a requisitioned property at 114, Beaufort Street, Chelsea, while living there their second 

child was born.  Also while living in Beaufort Street the family befriended an eccentrically dressed man who lived 

opposite.  This man turned out to be Quentin Crisp who later became famous as a 1970’s gay icon following the 

publication of his book, The Naked Civil Servant. 

 

In 1949 the family then moved to 26, Hortensia House, Chelsea, living again close to Frederick’s parents.  However 

due a serious problem with asbestos lagging on the central heating system, the family were finally moved to  

42, Hortensia House, and lived there from 1951 until 1954.  After which time they moved to Kent. 
 

Their first two children went to Eel Brook Infants School, Harwood Road, just off the Fulham Road.  They did 

however spend a few weeks at school in Truro when their mother was unwell. 
 

In 1954 the family moved out of London following a council house ‘swap’ with a family who lived in a village called 

Westerham in Kent.  
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Living Child 

Born:  

Died: 

Living Child 

Born:  

Died: 

Living Child 

Born:  

Died: 

Living Child 

Born:  

Died: 
 

Frederick George Luff  -  married  -  in Truro on  2. 1. 1943 

Born:  14.1.1923                                    Born: 10.9.1923 

Died:   17.3.2011                                    Died: Living 



The final electoral register while at Hortensia House, Chelsea, 1953. 
 

 

 
 
The family moved to Westerham in Kent and lived there until 1965. 

While there a further addition was born. 
 

In 1965 the family moved to Tonbridge in Kent.  While there they adopted a child 

 

In 1971 the family moved to Tunbridge Wells, Kent.   

 

In 1979 Frederick and Betty, with their adopted son moved to Kettering in Northampton.    
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Frederick’s parents at  

34, Hortensia House 

Frederick & Betty Luff at 

42, Hortensia House 



In April 1982, Frederick was advised that his name had been put forward to be appointed an Member of the Order of 

the British Empire (M.B.E.)  
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The Investiture took place at Buckingham Palace on Tuesday 23rd November, 1982. 
 

 
 

 
Frederick George Luff retired in 1982.  In 1983 Frederick and his wife moved to Truro, Cornwall.   
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Frederick George Luff being presented with the Royal British Legion Gold Badge, on 7th July 2010. 

The medal is awarded for meritorious and conspicuous service to the British Legion.  

 

 
 
 

 
Frederick George Luff died from bronchopneumonia at Treliske Hospital, Truro, on 17th March 2011.   

He was 88 years old. (Source: Official Death certificate) 
 

The Funeral of Frederick George Luff took place at Trelawny Chapel, Penmount Crematorium, Truro  

on 28th March, 2011.  Frederick George Luff was given a military funeral represented by The British Legion, Royal 

Marines and Royal Naval Reserve. 
 

The Eulogy was spoken by Canon Douglas Robins (the husband of Frederick’s Niece)  
 

Prayers were conducted by Father Gilmore, the British Legion Chaplin 
 

The Last Post was played by Bugler Bill Bishop. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


