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Family Lineage: 

 

 
 

 

 
 

James Luff was born on 18th May, 1864. He was the son of James and Lucy Luff. 
 

James was born in the City of London Hospital, City Road, London E.C.  When he was born he was not named, this 

might have been because he was a sickly child. Future records suggest that James was illiterate, and possibly 

backward. 

(Source: Official Birth certificate)  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued................. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

James Luff      -   married    -        Lucy Mouldy at Chaddleworth, Berks on 1.7.1856 

Bapt: 26.12.1818                      Born: circa 1834 

Died:   6.12.1883                             Died: 13.11.1903 

William James 

Born: 3.11.1856 

Died: 12.1.1922 
 

 Jane Elizabeth 

Born: 21.4.1861 

Died:   6.5.1945 

Frederick George 

Born: 10.11.1866 

Died:      6.9.1932 

Mary Ann 

Born: circa 1871 

Died: 29.10.1931 

George Frederick 

Born: circa 1875 

Died:  20.9.1955 

James 

Born: 18.5.1864 

Died:    2.9.1911? 

 

John Luff 

Bapt: circa 1700 

Died: 

Stephen Luff 

Bapt:  2.5.1761 

Died:23.9.1851 

William Luff 

Bapt:13.3.1785 

Died:26.1.1867 

John Luff 

Bapt:    28.4.1728 

Buried:25.2.1769

circa 1700 

Died: 

James Luff 

Bapt: 26.12.1818 

Died:  6.12.1883 



The 1871 Census shows James living with his parents in Upper Hale, Surrey. He was 8 years old and attending 

school. 
 

Extract from the 1871 Census taken 2nd/3rd April 1871,  in Farnham, Surrey 

 

 
 

        
 Street Name                 Name                         Position     State   Age/Sex     Employment                        Birth Place                                                                                            
              In House 
   

Upper Hale                   James Luff               Head        married 50/Male  Sawyer                                   Farnham, Surrey  

                                       Lucy Luff                  Wife         married 46/Fmale                                     Chaddleworth, Berks** 

                                       William                      Son          single      14/Male  (unclear)                                Farnham, Surrey 

                                       Elizabeth (Jane)    daughter                     10/Fmale attending school         St Lukes, Middlesex** 

                                       James J                      Son                            8/Male   attending school         St Lukes, Middlesex** 

                                       Frederick George     Son                            5/Male                                                  Farnham, Surrey  
            

 
** shown incorrectly as Farnham on the 1871 Census. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued.............. 



Extract from Sheldrake’s Aldershot and Sandhurst Military Gazette dated Saturday February 3, 1877 

Aldershot Petty Sessions.  Reporting that Frederick Luff, James Luff, Jane Luff, along with others were found guilty 

of damaging rifle butts at Aldershot barracks on 24th January, 1877.  Frederick Luff was 11 years old, Jane Luff was 

16 years old and James Luff (the author’s great grandfather) was 14 years old at the time. 
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In the 1881 census James, now 18 years old and unmarried, is shown as being employed as a carter.  
 

Extract from the 1881 Census taken on 3rd/4th April, 1881, in Farnham, Surrey. 
 

 
 

 

 

      Street Name       Name                      Position   State  Age/Sex  Employment                       Birth Place 

              In House                           
   Providence Cotts     James Luff               Head        married 62/Male  Sawyer                                   Farnham, Surrey  

   Upper Hale                Lucy Luff                  Wife         married 49/Fmale                                         Chaddleworth, Berks 

                                       Elizabeth (Jane)    Daughter      single    19/Fmale                                           St Lukes, Middlesex 

                                       James J                      Son          single      19/Male  Carter                               St Lukes, Middlesex  

                                       Frederick George     Son                          14/Male  General Labourer             Farnham, Surrey  

                                       Mary Ann             Daughter                     10/Fmale                                            Farnham, Surrey  

                                       George                       Son                           6/Male                                                Farnham, Surrey 
                      

 
On 4th April 1886 James married Maria Harrington. Maria Harrington was born in Upper Hale in 1864. James was 

unable to write his name. 
 

(Source: Marriage record in Hale Parish Register)  
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The marriage produced the following children. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

An extract from the 

 “Reading Mercury, Oxford Gazette, Newbury Herald, and Berks County Paper, Saturday, September 27, 1890” 
 

 
 

 

Transcript: 

A DISORDERLY GANG – Frederick Luff, James Luff, Wm. Head, Wm. Blackman, and George Blackman, all of 

Hungry Hill near Farnham, were summond by Mrs Ellen Rivers, landlady of the “Horns” public-house, at Crondall, 

for being drunk and disorderly, and refusing to quit when requested to do so on Sunding evening the 14th instant.  

Each defendant was ordered to pay £1 15s, including costs. 

The defendants were further charged, and pleaded guilty, to breaking the windows of Mrs River’s house, after being 

ejected by P.c. Chant, and doing damage to the amount of 18s 6d.  Frederick Luff, William Head, William Blackman 

and George Blackman, were each ordered to pay 17s 4d, including costs and damage, and James Luff was committed 

for one calendar month, with hard labour, without the option of a fine. 
 

James Luff (the author’s great grandfather) would have been about 26 years old, also married with 3 children.  It 

seems likely that his and his family’s future deprevation was caused by James’ criminal activities. 

Frederick Luff, James’ brother would have been about 24 years old at the time of this conviction.  
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James Luff     - married -    Maria Harrington on 4th April 1886 

Born: 18.5.1864                    Born: circa 1864 

Died:    2.9.1911?                  Died: 12.11.1892   

Ernest 

Born: circa 1887 

Died:  2.1.1897 

William Charles 

Born: 21.1.1888 

Died:  29.5.1957 

Lucy 

Born: circa 1890 

Died:  29.12.1896 

Sarah 

Born:  7.9.1892 

Died :12.6.1894 
12.6.1894 



The 1891 Census shows James, now aged 27, living with his family in Hoghatch Lane, Upper Hale.  James was 

employed as a general labourer.  Maria was now 25.  Their family included Ernest aged 4, William Charles aged 3 

and Lucy aged 10 months.  
 

Extract from the 1891 Census taken on the night of 5th April, 1891 in Farnham, Surrey. 
 

 

 
 

 

      Street Name       Name                      Position   State  Age/Sex  Employment                       Birth Place 

              In House                           
  Upper Hale                 James Luff                   Head      married 26/Male     General Labourer        London, St Lukes 

                                       Maria Luff                  Wife       married 25/Fmale                                              Farnham, Surrey  

                                       Ernest Luff                 Son                          4/Male                                                Farnham, Surrey 

                                       William Luff               Son                          3/Male                                                Farnham, Surrey 

                                       Lucy Luff              Daughter                10mth/Fmale                                           Farnham, Surrey        
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It would seem that James and Maria fell on hard times as records show that Maria died on 12th November 1892, in 

the Farnham Union Workhouse. She died of typhoid just 2 months after giving birth to her daughter Sarah.  Maria 

was just 28 years of age. 

(Source: Official Death certificate) 

 

 

 
Sarah the youngest child died on 12th June 1894, she was 21 months old.  She died from bronchitis.   

 

Lucy their third child died of diphtheria in the Farnham Union Workhouse, she died on 29th December 1896, aged 6.  

 

Ernest the eldest son died on 2nd January 1897 aged 10 years. He died of diphtheria also in the Farnham Union 

Workhouse. 

 

The only child that survived was the author’s grandfather, William Charles Luff. 
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The 1901 Census shows James, aged 35 and a widower, living with his mother, Lucy, then aged 67, at Wyke Cottages, 

Hale. James was unemployed. Living with them were James's brother George, and James's son William Charles. 

George Luff remained in the household, dispite having at least 2 illigitimate children of his own, as he seemed to be 

the only ‘breadwinner’.  

 

 
Extract from the 1901 Census taken on the night of 31st March, 1901 in Farnham, Surrey. 

 

 

      Street Name       Name                         Position       State     Age/Sex     Employment                       Birth Place 

              In House                           

   Wyke Cotts            Lucy Luff                   Head      Widow    67/FMale                                            Chaddleworth/ Berks 

                                   James Luff                 Son      Widower    35/Male Gen labourer(not working)    St Lukes, London 

                                   George Luff                Son        single        25/Male Carpenters Labourer            Farnham, Surrey   

                                   William Luff              Son                          13/Male                                                   Farnham, Surrey     
         

            

Lucy Luff died in Hale on 13th November 1903.  After his mother’s death George Luff married Blanche Smith, and 

moved from the house. I have no records to show where James and his son William Charles lived after Lucy’s death. 

 

I lose track of James and cannot find him on the 1911 census in the Farnham area. The only record that might suit is 

that a James Luff died in the Pewsey Workhouse in 1911.  However I cannot substantiate this as being correct at the 

present time. He was certainly deceased at the time of the marriage of his son William Charles in 1918, as this is 

stated on the marriage certificate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


