Stephen Luff 1761 - 1851 (The author’s Great-Great-Great-Great-Grandfather)

Family Lineage: Web-site: www.mike-jl.co.uk
John Luff John Luff
Bapt: circa 1700 |—| Bapt: 28.4.1728
Died: Buried: 25.2.1769

Stephen Luff was baptised at St Andrew’s Church, Farnham, on 2™ May 1761. He was the son of John Luff. The
record shows that, at the time of his birth, John Luff his father and family resided in Compton, a small hamlet a mile
from Farnham.

Extract from the St Andrew’s Church records showing the baptism of Stephen Luff.

Below is an extract from the 1871 Ordnance Survey Map of the Farnham area. The hamlet of Compton is shown,
and it is clear that even a hundred years after the birth of Stephen Luff there were very few dwellings in the area.
The School shown was not there in 1761. I can only surmise that the employment of Stephen’s father was as a sawyer
or gardener.
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The siblings of Stephen, as shown below, are all children of John Luff. | have been unable to prove categorically that
they are Stephen’s brothers and sisters.

John Luff
Bapt: 28.4.1728
Died: 25.2.1769

Elizabeth William Ann Stephen

Bapt: 25.4.1752 Bapt: 6.2.1754 Bapt: 5.5.1758 Bapt: 2.5.1761

Died: 26.11.1832 Died:10.6.1813 Died: Died: 23.9.1851
Edward Sarah
Bapt: 4.9.1763 Bapt: 21.12. 1761
Died: 15.11.1842 Died:

Stephen Luff married Mary Mayne on 28th December 1784 at St Andrew’s Church, Farnham.

Extract from St Andrew’s Church records showing the marriage of Stephen Luff and Mary Mayne, is below. Mary
Mayne writes her own name, however the Church official records her surname as Maine. For a woman to be able to
write her own name is probably the exception rather than the rule in this class of person at this time in history. But
as stated in my introduction, Mary seems to have come from a well- educated family. Stephen, who was illiterate,
was living in the Parish of Aldershott (now spelt Aldershot) at the time of the marriage. Mary Mayne was from the
Parish of Farnham. Witnesses to the marriage were Thomas Pisely (who seems to have been a church official, and
was a substantial landowner) and Peter Hughes who was the owner of the Malthouse and hopgrounds in Farnham.
This suggests to me that Stephen, as a labourer, would probably have been highly thought of by his employer, Peter
Hughes.
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Mawf central Farnham, showing position of St Andrew’s Church.

e} ot &
& % o
&
e
gl o2
Lo 'c‘r,\( ‘{l::ﬂ
A 2 2
2 |«
(r":'; le:b}-\ e
= W (i)
{\‘OBQ.O o
C_-|
. 7, (W % 2 &
ok o =23 R =
B ) .,%'9 “:\b\o ¢Qp
i O N N
ex iy 1 g
e o P:.;‘?ﬁ
) owning 3t
£ iz
The marriage produced the following recorded children:
Stephen Luff - married -  Mary Mayne on 28.12.1784
Bapt: 2.5.1761 Bapt: 7.8.1762
Died: 23.9.1851 Died: 10.11. 1802
I
William Sarah Stephen Jane Richard
Bapt: 13.3. 1785 Bapt: 4.3.1787 Bapt: 25.12.1789 Bapt: 28.12.1791 Bapt: 9.2.1794
Died: 26.1.1867 Died: 12.6.1795 Died: 21.5.1867 Died: 22.6.1882 Died: 30.9.1868

Charlotte James Hannah Lucy
Bapt: 25.12.1802 Bapt: 16.11.1800 Born: circa 1798 Bapt: 13.3.1796
Died: Died: 21.2.1878 Died: 28.6.1799 Died: 19.10.1850

It is interesting that some of the children were baptized at St Andrew’s Church, Farnham and some at
St Michael’s Church, Aldershot:

William was baptized at St Michael’s Church, Aldershot, on 13" March, 1785.

Sarah was baptized at St Michael’s Church, Aldershot, on 4™ March, 1787,

Stephen was baptized at St Andrew’s Church, Farnham, on 25™ December, 1789.

Jane was baptized at St Andrew’s Church, Farnham, on 28™ December, 1791.

Richard was baptized at St Andrew’s Church Farnham, on 9" February, 1794.

Lucy was baptized at St Michael’s Church, Aldershot, on 13" March, 1796

Hannah was probably not baptized but certainly buried at St Michael’s Church, Aldershot on 28™ June, 1799.
James was baptized at St Michael’s Church, Aldershot, on 16" November, 1800.

Charlotte was baptized at St Michael’s Church, Aldershot, on 25" December, 1802.

It seems likely therefore that Stephen and Mary lived in Aldershot from the time of their marriage in 1784 to 1787.
Three children were baptized in Farnham between 1789 and 1794, so it seems likely that the family probably lived in
Farnham during that period.

From 1795, when Sarah died at the age of 8 and was buried at St Michael’s Church, Aldersheot, all subsequent
children were baptized/died in Aldershot. Mary, Stephen’s wife was buried in Aldershot in 1802.

Stephen was an agricultural labourer, and it seems likely that he was employed in the hop fields which could be found

in and around the Aldershot and Farnham areas. This could also be a reason why the family moved between
Farnham and Aldershot.
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Mary, Stephen's wife, died and was buried in St Michael’s Church, Aldershot on 10™ November 1802. The following
is an extract from the burial records of St Michael’s Church, Aldershot.

Aldershot
Manor Park
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St Michael the Archangel Church, Aldershot.
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Stephen then remarried. His new wife was Sarah Patrick who was born circa 1785 in Elstead, Surrey.

Extract from Farnham Parish Church of the wedding of Stephen Luff to Sarah Patrick on 29t October 1803.

Witnesses to the marriage were Joseph Patrick and William Bard (possibly). Joseph Patrick was probably Sarah’s

cousin.
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The marriage produced the following recorded children

Stephen Luff -married -  Sarah Patrick on 29.10.1803
Bapt: 2.5.1761 Bapt: 1.5.1785
Died: 23.9.1851 Died: 13.10.1856
|
John Thomas Martha Kitty George
Bapt: 10.6.1804 Bapt: 26.5.1806 Bapt: 10.7.1808 Bapt: 9.12.1810 Bapt: 5.1.1813
Died: 1879 Died: 18.12.1885 Died: Died: 8.7.1812 Died: 1880
I I I I I
Robert Henry Henry Joseph Charles
Bapt: 13.3.1825 Bapt: 26.12.1821 Bapt: 13.2.1820 Bapt: 26.12.1817 Bapt: 28.4 .1815
Died: 1876 Died: 2.1.1873 Died: 1820/1821 Died: Died: 25.8.1879
1
Emma
Bapt: 17.4.1829
Died: 9.4.1906
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In the 1841 Census Stephen, now aged 80, was living in Ash, which was part of Aldershott, along with his second wife
Sarah, and the two youngest children Robert and Emma. Stephen is recorded as being employed as an agricultural
labourer

Extract from the 1841 Census for Aldershott, taken on 6% June, 1841.
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The 1851 Census shows Stephen still employed as an agricultural labourer in his 90th year. Sarah was employed as
an agricultural labourer. Living in the home was Robert their son, single aged 27, and also employed as an
agricultural labourer, also their daughter Emma, single, aged 23.

On the Census Stephen confirms that he was born in Farnham.

Extract from the 1851 Census taken on the night of 30" March 1851, for Aldershott, Hampshire.
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Name Position in  Condition Age/Sex Profession Birth Place

House

Stephen Luff Head Married 89 Male Agricultural Labourer Farnham, Surrey

Sarah Luff Wife Married 67 F/male Agricultural Labourer Elstead, Surrey

Robert Luff Son Single 27 Male  Agricultural Labourer Farnham, Surrey

Emma Luff Daughter  Single 23 F/male Farnham, Surrey
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Stephen died on 23" September 1851. He died in Aldershot of natural decay (old age). His youngest daughter Emma
was present at his death. Stephen was 90 years old when he died. (Source: Official Death Certificate)

Stephen was buried at St Michael’s Church, Aldershot on 27" September, 1851. Extract from Parish Register below.
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Stephen’s wife Sarah died on 13™ October, 1856. She died as the result of diarrhoea which she had had for 3 weeks.
Present at her death was her youngest daughter Emma Luff. (Source: Official Death certificate)

Sarah Luff was living in Hungry Hill, Hale when she died, but was buried at Michael’s Church, Aldershot on 18™
October, 1856. She was 71 years old. It could be that she wanted to be buried at the same place as her late husband,
Stephen, who was buried in Aldershot.
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